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Eric Bledsoe replaced the injured Giannis Antetokounmpo as the Milwaukee Bucks� all-purpose threat and ran circles
around the Orlando Magic.

Coach Joe Prunty was just as impressed with the contributions from his quick point guard that didn�t make the stat sheet.

Bledsoe had his fourth career triple-double with 20 points Adam Lind Jersey , 12 rebounds and 11 assists in a 102-86
win on Monday night in the final regular-season game at the Bradley Center.

�For as good as he was statistically tonight, there are things you don�t see on the stat sheet and that ability to get on the
ball and defense,� Prunty said, �and that�s critical for us.�

Shabazz Muhammad added season-high 22 points and helped spark a 20-6 run in the third quarter for the Bucks, who
leapfrogged Miami for sixth in the Eastern Conference. The Heat lost to Oklahoma City on Monday.

A win on Wednesday night on the road against the Philadelphia 76ers would clinch the sixth seed for Milwaukee.

�We put ourselves in a position to where we�re in a pretty position to determine where you want to be if that�s what you
want to do Youth Trent Brown Jersey ,� center John Henson said. �But we want to be the highest seed possible, so that�s
the goal.�

Nikola Vucevic led Orlando with 17 points and 10 rebounds, while Bismack Biyombo had 14 points.

The Magic fell to 24-57 but had reason to be confident after beating the Bucks 126-117 in their last meeting on March 14.
Orlando was 18 of 34 from 3-point range that night to withstand a 38-point outburst by Antetokounmpo.

The shooting touch was missing Monday, when Orlando was just 5 of 24 from behind the arc.

The Magic couldn�t make up for the misses on the defensive end, especially in the third quarter.

�It�s been the case all season. Our defense has never been consistent enough Clint Frazier Jersey ,� coach Frank Vogel
said.

Milwaukee won its second straight game without Antetokounmpo, who is resting a sore right ankle. Both victories came
against 50-loss teams.

They got a huge lift on Monday from Bledsoe, with help from Muhammad and Jason Terry off the bench. They helped
push the Bucks on the 20-6 run over the final 5:27 of the third to build a 74-67 lead.

�We stopped getting stops. We were defending really well up until that point,� Magic forward Aaron Gordon said.

Terry, the savvy veteran guard Cheap Tampa Bay Buccaneers Hoodie , immediately gave the Bucks a spark by forcing a
turnover on the inbounds play after Bledsoe�s two foul shots. Muhammad gave the Bucks a presence off the dribble to
help make up for the absence of the free-wheeling Antetokounmpo.

�Shabazz played a (great) game all night long, played in attack mode & got to his strengths in the paint,� forward Khris
Middleton said.

The Bucks led comfortably the rest of the way to close out the regular season at the Bradley Center. A new arena is
scheduled to open in the fall on an adjacent lot in downtown Milwaukee.

TIP INS

Magic: Asked for his memories at the Bradley Center, Vogel recalled a time when then-Celtics coach Rick Pitino got into
an argument with guard Dee Brown off the court while Vogel was Boston�s video coordinator. �Not a & fight but just a
(verbal) flare-up,� Vogel said.

Bucks: G Malcolm Brogdon (left quad) returned following a 30-game absence. The 2016-17 NBA Rookie of the Year
scored two and played 13 minutes Kenley Jansen Jersey , all in the first half.

AT THE HALF

A game that had the feel of a Milwaukee blowout turned tight after a cold-shooting second quarter for the Bucks. They
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missed their first 12 shots in the period, with a Bledsoe-to-Middleton layup finally ending the scoreless streak with 5:07
left.

The pace picked up again once facilitators Bledsoe and Middleton (18 points) re-entered the game, with Milwaukee
taking a 45-42 lead at halftime.

STAT LINES

Vucevic added 10 rebounds to pick up his 29th double-double of the season. & Biyombo was 6 of 7 from the field. & The
Bucks with a regular season record of 668-536 in their 30 seasons at the Bradley Center.

QUOTABLE

�Complacency. I think that is kind of what happens to a young team with early wins.� � Gordon, on Orlando�s struggles after
starting 8-4 this season.

UP NEXT

Magic: Wrap up the season by hosting the Wizards on Wednesday.

Bucks: Finish the regular season with a trip to face the 76ers.

�

.
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